
1 
Minutes of the meeting of Barlestone Parish Council held in Barlestone Community Centre 
on Wednesday 9th February 2022 
 
Present  Cllr P. Enston, Cllr Mrs. Tegg, Cllr D. Crane, Cllr. P. Burchell, Cllr J. Kendall, 
    Cllr Mrs. J. Trinder-Oxley 
    County Cllr Ross Hills 
    Borough Cllr Bill Crooks 
 
Apologies : Cllr Mrs. Wallis,  Cllr Mr. Peacock 
 
The Chairman, Cllr Philip Enston presented the award of the Barlestone Citizen of the Year to 
Mr. Paul and Mrs. Anne Marie Bateman, saying that they were well deserving of the award due 
to all the work they had done over the years helping people of the village examples of which were 
visiting elderly residents, collecting shopping and generally being there if they were needed. 
Mrs. Bateman felt thanks should go to the members of the Parish Council for all the hard work 
they put in as volunteers for the residents. 
 
Borough Councillor’s Report – Cllr Crooks had circulated his report prior to the meeting but 
said that the draft Local Plan was important to the village.  He also acknowledged the difficulties 
with traffic accessing  the Garden Farm site.  Many residents had contacted him and also the 
Parish Council on this subject and he was now in contact with Leicestershire Highways and also 
The Borough Council. 
 
County Councillor’s Report – Cllr Hills report had been circulated to the members.  It was noted 
that there would be some further finance available in the coming year for traffic measures again 
and that the members needed to decide what small items would be useful to the village. 
 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 
Mrs. Watkins Co-ordinator of Barlestone’s  NDP was unable to be present to update the members 
due to the virus but an email was read out explaining the current position. 
The Independent Examiner has produced his report and Cathie has almost completed all the 
various changes recommended.  H&BBC have then to provide another huge document showing 
what has changed since the pre-submission document.  After all this work and it gets director 
approval in H&BBC we can eventually proceed to a referendum. It was noted that it is imperative 
that members of the Parish Council do not attempt to influence this in any way as it could stop 
the entire process – the matter is now essentially out of our hands and should be treated as such. 
 
 
1 Minutes of the Previous Meeting  
 The minutes of the meeting held on the 12 January 2022 having been circulated  were 
 confirmed as a true record by Cllr Trinder-Oxley, seconded by Cllr Crane. 
 
 Minutes of the meeting of Barlestone Community Centre Committee held on 
 Wednesday 12th January. Addition to Item 3 that the salary of the Premises Officer 
 who cleans the building should also be invoiced to the Community Centre. Following 
 this amendment, the minutes were proposed by Cllr Tegg as a true record. 
 
 
2 Matters Arising/Clerk’s update  

• Church Path – this path continues to be a source of discussion but to date it has been 
arranged that the Village Warden sweeps the path once a week and in the past both Cllr 
Enston and Cllr Crane have been involved in levelling up some of the stones and will keep 
an eye on the situation in the future. 

 



2 
 

• Defibrillators  
The two new Defibs have arrived and it is hoped they will be in action before the end of 
next week. 
Training for residents in the use of the defibrillators will be arranged in the near future 

 
 
3 Finance –        
 a) Accounts for payment 
 The list of invoices had been circulated and it was proposed by Cllr Enston,  
 Seconded Cllr Tegg that the invoices are paid.  Cllr Crane queried the amount for 
 Cadent but after discussions it was agreed. 
 
 Barlestonians – the fact that a sum of money donated to this group by HBBC, some of 
 which, a small amount, was still in the bank account unused, was discussed as some 
 members questioned why the Barlestonians had not used all of the money by now. 
 It was decided that this fund should be cleared as soon as possible, this should be 
 cleared before the end of the financial year, 31st March 2022. If it was decided by 
 them, they wished to purchase something for the village then the Parish Council would 
 match this figure. If this has not been cleared before the financial year end, then it will be 
 donated to a local charity. 
 
 b) Quotations/ Grant requests 
 Cookes of Kirby Tree Work to May Meadow / Allotments £2250.00 + VAT compared 
  to Eden Tree Care £4225 + VAT. Proposed Cookes quote be accepted Cllr Tegg         
  seconded Cllr Crane. 

Cookes of Kirby Levelling of Allotment Path £420.00  + VAT 
 Cookes of Kirby Removal of 2 Silver Birch in cemetery  £460.00 + VAT 
 These two quotes by Cookes were proposed Cllr Tegg, seconded Cllr Crane and all in 
  agreement. 
 Request for a grant towards the local Rainbows and Brownies – Proposed Cllr Crane, 
 seconded Cllr Burchell that a grant of £300 should be awarded. 
 
 Donation towards the Air Ambulance was agreed, Proposed £150 by Cllr Enston, 
 seconded Cllr. Kendall. 
 
 
4 Church Path  - see item 2 above 
 
5 Planning –  
 Ref.21/01503/FUL 73 Newbold Rd, Barlestone Change of use of building from shop 
    on ground floor and storage on first floor to residential annex associated with main 
  house.   
 There were no objections to this application. 
 
 Garden Farm: 
 Many objections have been raised with regard to the vehicular access to this site and 
 the problems it is causing residents and in particular those along Main Street.    
 A question as to if a Traffic Management Plan had been agreed to at the planning    
 stage. 
 Cllr Crooks has taken this up with the Borough and also County. 
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6 Jubilee 
 Discussions surround the celebration of the Platinum Jubilee of the Queen in June 
 took place but due to the small number of people being available to run an event it 
 was felt that the arrangements should be low key. 
 Items agreed on:  
  

• Bunting around the spinney and other open spaces to allow residents to picnic in 
those areas should they wish.  Proposed the School, first Steps, Brownies should 
be contacted to ask the children to make bunting. 

  

• Best decorated House with a prize awarded to the winner 
 
Other items to be fixed at a later meeting. 

 
7 Cemetery 

• Permission for a headstone for the late Andrew Bagshaw Proposed this is agreed by Cllr 
Trinder-Oxley, seconded Cllr Burchell. 

 

• Cemetery Water tap was found to be broke and water gushing out.  This has kindly been 
fixed by a local plumber. 
 

• It was proposed to plant some of the trees obtained by Cllr Wallis in the cemetery and this 
will be done in the near future. 

 

• Cemetery Topple Testing 
Half of the work has now been carried out and the invoice is listed below.  There are a 
further batch of headstones that need work but it was decided to leave this until the next 
financial year, in the meantime they will be laid down for safety reasons. 

 
8 Documents & Policies 
 These have all been reviewed this month and agreed. 
 
9 Any Other Business. 
 The Chairman, Cllr Enston raised the email received from Mr. Greasley of the  
 Barlestonians group. The email raised points that had been brought up by 
  Mr Greasley at the previous meeting at which he was present only at the start.  
 The Clerk had replied to his queries and explained that the minutes from that meeting 
  would be available on the website once they had been confirmed by the members. 
 The broken fencing to the Hard Court area will be repaired as soon as practicable. 
 
 Cllr Enston has fitted the new seats to the playing field and it is hoped the old ones can 
 be repaired and perhaps used in a different location. 
 
 Cllr Kendal spoke about the new Gigabit voucher scheme as he understood that all new 
  properties being built in our area would be eligible for Fibre and it was unfortunate that 
  the majority established houses in villages such as ours did not qualify.  He will liaise        
  with Cllr Hills on this. 
 
 The Hinckley & Bosworth Rural Conference takes place in March and Councilors Crane 
 and Burchell agreed to attend. 
 
 The Borough Council also hopes to commence a Community Governance Review and 
  is subject to approval by Council on the 22nd February. 
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 There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20 pm 
 
 
February 2022 Invoices for 
payment    

     

     
BP Clerk 400.57  Salary - tax 

  11.89  Cemetery gate sign 

BP Financial Officer 247.52  Salary - tax  

  5.62  Hinges 

  4.15  Utility cupboard key 

  73.15  Tap 

BP Premises Officer 553.54  Salary -tax 

BP Village Warden 356.40  Salary 

BP HMRC 126.40  Tax from salaries 

BP Graham Cooke 2338.01  Grounds maintenance  

  96.00  ROSPA report 

  216.00  May Meadow - repair fencing 

BP Chillaire 255.24  CC new filters for air con 

BP Leics Footpaths Assoc 6.00  Annual subscription 

BP 1st Barlestone Brownies 300.00  Donation 

BP Water Plus 61.58  Allotment water supply 

  111.87  CC water bill 

BP Cadent 1567.59  CC gas bill 18-21 

BP G Seller 2515.10  Cemetery - headstone repairs 

BP M R Enston 50.00  PF Replacing/installing new benches 

BP K S Plumbing 118.00  CC plumb in new tap/repair toilet cistern leak 

BP Columbaria 98.40  Planter tablet 

CGS HSBC 11.50  Bank charges 

DD HR4UK 86.40  Monthly sub 

DD O2 24.00  BPC/Community mobiles 

DD BT 29.94  CC Internet/telephone monthly  

DD OPUS  35.09  Electricity bill - Spinney  

DD OPUS  474.92  Electricity Community Centre  

 Total  £ 10174.88   
 


